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E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: EWWT, OECD, UNCTAD 

SUBJECT: UNCTAD - SECRETARIAT PORT CONGESTION PROPOSAL 
REP: GENEVA 8006 

OECD MTC SPECIAL GROUP ON UNCTAD SHIPPING QUESTIONS 
GAVE CONSIDERATION TO STURMEY PROPOSAL REFTEL AT 
OCT. 23-24 MEETING. INITIAL CONSENSUS WAS THAT GROUP 
B SHOULD BE AS FORTHCOMING AS POSSIBLE ON REQUEST 
SINCE PORT CONGESTION PROBLEM IS OF EQUAL CONCERN TO 
OECD MEMBER COUNTRIES AND IS ONE ITEM OF COS 7TH 
SESSION AGENDA OPFERING REAL POSSIBILITY POR SOME 
SORT OP 

COOPERATIVE EFPORT. WITH FOREGOING IN MIND AND NEED POR 
FURTHER CLARIFICATION ON PROPOSAL, SPECIAL GROUP, INCLUD- 
ING US DEL, AGREED FOLLOWING RESPONSE WHICH WAS TELEXED 
TO UNCTAD SECRETARIAT OCT. 24. 
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CONVENING A ROUND TABLE OF EXPERTS TO LOOK INTO PORT 
CONGESTION. GROUP HAD REPORTS ON YOUR MEETING WITH B 
GROUP IN GENEVA ON 2 1 ST OCTOBER. SPECIAL GROUP ASKED 
ME TO CONVEY FOLLOWING: 

SPECIAL GROUP LOOKS AT PROPOSAL WITH CONSIDERABLE INTER- 
EST AS POSSIBLE MEANS TO HELP SOLVE PORT CONGESTION 
PROBLEM. GROUP STRONGLY PREFERS FINANCING OF PROPOSAL 
FROM REGULAR UNCTAD BUDGET AND/OR OTHER UN SOURCES. 
DELEGATIONS ARE HOWEVER PREPARED WITHOUT COMMITMENT TO 
LOOK INTO POSSIBILITY OF PROVIDING RELEVANT FINANCE SUB- 
JECT TO FOLLOWING: 

PROPOSAL HAS TO BE OUTLINED IN WRITING BY UNCTAD SECRE- 
TARIAT AND BE ADDRESSED TO ALL MEMBERS OF SHIPPING 
COMMITTEE FOR DISCUSSION IN PLENARY. PAPER TO SET OUT 
COMPOSITION, TIMETABLE, TERMS OF REFERENCE AND POSSIBLE 
OUTCOME OF ROUND TABLE AS WELL AS ANTICIPATED SHORT 
AND LONG TERM FOLLOW UP. DELEGATES REQUIRE TO KNOW 
WHETHER ROUND TABLE IS AIMED AT PRODUCING GENERAL OR 
CASE-BY-CASE SOLUTIONS. IF THE LATTER SPECIFY BY 
GEOGRAPHICAL LOCATION. ESTIMATED COSTS OF PROPOSAL HAVE 
TO BE BROKEN DOWN SEPARATELY BY ROUND TABLE ITSELF 
AND FOLLOW UP MEASURES. RELATIONSHIP OF PROPOSED PRE- 
CEDURE TO PRESENT OR FUTURE ACTIVITIES OF IMCO AND 
UNDP WOULD HAVE TO BE CLARIFIED. DOSSIER OF THIS TYPE 
TO REACH B GROUP DELEGATIONS IN TIME PREREQUISITE 
TO ENABLE THEM TO TAKE THE MATTER FURTHER AT SHIPPING 
COMMITTEE. SIGNED C. HINZ. 

END TEXT. 
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